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The Jewish Encyclopedia.
Wa have before us the fourth volume of

’ At SN et
The Jewish Encyclopaedia which is incou
i Thess came by rsea, and not by orossing

| central Asia; they were members of the
Mareco
Polo refers to the powerful commercial and

of publication by the Funk & Wagnalls Co.
This, sia the sub-title indicates, is a deserip-
tive record of the history, religion, litera-
ture sund customs of the Jewish people
from the earliest times to the present day

The Hst of editora and contributors bears
vitness 1= it eatholio spirit in which the
work las been undertaken. The innu-
merable subjecis are discusaed from u
(hristinn as well as from a Jewish point of

view. Thus Prof. ¢, H. Toy of Harvard
University is the editor of the depart-
meente of Hebrew phitology and Hellenistic
Jiterature.  The volume begins
and ends with interest ing articies devoted
v the Chazars and to  the

Among the dist inguished

[‘nwvn'

respectively
Dreylus cise

men of lenrning whose servicees have heen
Lere enlisted mmay he mentioned Dr. Eduard
Konig. professor of Old Testament Exe-
gosis in the University of Bonn: Dr. Fduard

Mever, profees<or of ancient history in the
University of Baerlin: Dr. Franz Buhl, pro-
fossor of Somitic philology in the Univer-

witv of Copenbagen: M Hartwig Deren-
bourg member of the French Institute and
professor of Arabic in the School of Oriental
Langliages at Paris: Dr. Herman Gunke!
and Dr. hmmanuel Benzinger, botlc of whom
are professors of Old Testament eXPEeRIN
in the University of Berlin, Dr. Jules Op-
pert, member of the French Institute and
professor of Oriental languages at the

Collége de France, Paris, and Dr. S. R
Drivor, Ragiur professor of Hebrew in the
University of Oxford. Besides one of the
{wo articles that we have named, wehave
gingled out for notice the papers on China,
on Cireumcigion, on Commerce and Com-
mercial Law, on Conversion, on Conatanti-
nople and Cordova, on Craniometry, on
the Crimea, on Crucifixion,on Damascus,and
on the Book of Daniel

1.

Theé article on the Chazars is from the
pen of Mr. Herman Rosenthal, chief of
the Slavonic department of the New Yark
Publie Library. The Chazars are of
Turkish origin, but their history is inter-
woven ‘with that of the Jews of Russia,
Their kingdom was firmly established in
the region to the north and northeast of
the Black Sea, before the foundation of
the Russian monarchy, by the Varangiana
under Rurik (A. D. 835). In the seventh
or eighth century of our era the Chagan,
or ruler of the C‘hazars, and his grandees,
together with a large number of his people,
einbraced the Jewish religion. Aceording
1o one authority, the conversion took place
A. D. 620; according to others, A. D. 740
There seems to be no doubt that at a time
when * fanaticism, ignorance and anarchy
reigned in western Euarope, the kingdom
of the Chazass was governed in a just and
broad-minded way. There was a Nupreme
Court of Justice, composed of seven judges,
of whom two were Jews, two Moham-
medans and two  Christians, while one
heathen was appointed for the Slavonians
and other pagans. [n aletter addressed
about A D, 880 w0 King Joseph of the
(iinzars, the Foreign Minister of Abdul
Rahiman, iCaliph of Cordova, relates that
first. information received in Spain
about the Jewish kingdom was brought
by envoys from Khorasan, and that their
statéements were corroborated by Am-
bassadors from Byzantium. The latter
~uid that the powerful Chazars malntained
amicable relations with the Byzantine
Empire, and carried on by sea a trade in
fi=h, skins and other wares with Constanti-
nople. . At that time (980) the capital of
the Chazar kingdom was Atel; or Itel,
gituated about eight miles from the modem
Astrachan, on the right bank of the lower
Volga. The position of the Chagan of
the Chazars seems 1o have bheen similar
to that formerly occupied by the Mikados
of Japan, the Beck, or military co-regent,
corresponding to the former Shoguns.
The Chazars cultivated rice, millet and
other grains, fruit and the vine, Their
fiheries on the Caspian were important,
and the sturgeon constituted one of their
principal food staples. From the Upper
Volga they brought down the furs which
they exported to Africa, Spain and France
That at the Byzantine Court the Chagan
of the Chazars was held in high esteem
is evident from the fact that, in diplomatic
correspondence with him, the seal of three
solidi was used, which marked him asa
potentate of the first rank, above even the
Pope and the Carlovingian monarchs. The
Emperor Justinian II. took refuge during
exile with the Chagan and married the
latter's daughter Irene.
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The Emperor Leo VI, was thus a grandson

of the King of the Chazars, It is also a
matter of record that Chazarian troops
were among the bodyguard of the Byzan-
tine Imperial Court, and fought for Leo VI,
against Simeon of Bulgaria in 888, A= late
as the ninth century the Russians of Kieff
paid by way of yearly tax to the Chazars
a sword and the skin of a squirrel for each
house. The Chagans of the Chazars care-
fully protected their coreligionists, the
Jews. For example, about 921, when one
of the Kings received information that
Mohammedans had destroyed a synagogue
he gave orders that the minaret of the
mosque in his eapital should be brpken off
and the Muezzin executed. He declared
that he would have destroyed all the mosques
in the Chazar country, had he not been
afraid that the Mohammedans would in re-
taliation destroy all the synagogues in their
lands. In the tenth century, the downfall
of the Chazar kingdom began, and was
brought about mainly by the Russians under
the dynasty of Rurik. Their territory east
of the Bea of Azov was fimt conquered,
and in 1016 they were dispossessed of their
last possession, the Crimea. Thenceforward
the Chazars became intermingled with the
local Jews, and until the thirteenth century
the Crimea was known to European trav-
ellers ax “Gazaria,” the Italian form of
“Chazaria.” We have here reproduced a
few out of the many facts collected by Mr.
Rosenthal concerning this interesting peo-
ple, 'because the very existenoce of the
Chazars was at one lime disputed.

1.

FFor tle article on the Jews in China we
are indehled to Rabbi Kampmann Kohler
and to M. Henri Cordier, professor in the
School of Living Oriental Languages,
Paria. At what time the first Jewish settle-
ment in China took place Dr. Kohler finds
it diffienlt to cay. He pointa out that in an
acoount  written by two Mohammedan
cravellers in Inata and China in A, D, 851
ihe assertion is made that “the Jeaws have
been settled in that empire [China] from
time }lumenmriul " It is pronounced un-
warranted seapticikm to doubt the correot-
ness of the tradition of the Chinese Jews
themselves, which traces the first immigra-
tion back to the Han dynasty (B. C. 206-
A. D. 221) and more exactly to the time of
the Emperor Ming-ti (A. D. 88-78), A
Jewish traveller of the ninth century reoc-
cords that the Jews entered China in A. D.
65. Griitz, on the other hand, places the
first immigration in the year A D, 231, con-
necting it with the persecution of the Jews
in Persia, which caused also their first set-
tlement in India. Glover, in his *Baby-
lonian and Oriental Record,” asserts that
the Jews were not in China before the fifth

’mntury A. D. Dr. Kohler, however, finds
that there is a preponderance of evidence in

favor of an earlier date.
it probable that in the tenth century A. D
a new colony of Jews came into China,

| Jewish colony settled in Indla.
political influence of the Jews in China in
A. D. 1286,

Throughout the Middle Ages, the Euro-

of corcligionista in China; even Benjamin of
Tudela, who mentions China, srems to know
nothing about them. It was through Jesult
missionaries in {he saventeerith century that

five or six hundred members in K'ai-Fung-

Chiness towns Owing to the existencs
of an ancisnt synagogue at K'ai-Fung-
Foo, which, though rebuilt several times,
had preserved the oldest records of Jewish
sottloments, the interest of historians
was contred on the Jews in that place.
The inseriptions in the Chinese language
found on its marble tablets dating from
the years 1489, 15812 arid 1683, which have
often been translated and published, have
cast light upon a hitherto unknown chapter
of Jewish history., Abstracts of these
inscriptions will be found set forth in Mr.
Cordier's article. So long as the Jewish
inhabitanta of China continued to enjoy the
imperial protection, as men of consequence
in commerce, their Persian brethren sup-
plied them with the meana of religious
education. The commercial and social
decline of the Chiness Jews broke off their
connection with the West: and a state of
ignorance followed. When the existence
of Jews in ClLina became known to thsir
Furopean coreligionists, steps were taken
to communicate with them. In 1760 a
Hebrew letter was addressed to them from
London, in which they were implored to
give information about their origin, their
condition, and their needs. The answer,
written in Hehrew and Chinese, has disap-
peared. A letter received from them in
1870 by the British Consul at Jerusalem
disclosed the faot of their destitution and
religious decay. Thia state of affairs,
however, had been made known as early
ax 1850 by Dr. Smith, Bishop of Victoria,
after inquiries had beoen prosecuted on
bebhalf of the London Missionary Society.
In order to secure information about the
Chinesa Jews at K'ai-Fung-Foo, a number
of mindionaries and Jewish merchants
were sent thither. They reported that a
few families, Jeawish in name only, yet
esharply differentiated from the surround-
ing heathen and Mohammedans, lived
there in abject poverty. They could read
no Hebrew, had not had a rabbi for fifty
years, intermarried outside the faith, and
preserved only a few ceremonies and names
of holy days.
seeme to have been entirely lost. The rite
of circumcigion, which appears to have
been observed at the period of their dis-
covery by the Jesuits in the seventeenth
century, had been totally discontinued.
In 1900, the community of K'ai-Fung-Foo
numbered 140 souls, but were without a
leader, synagogue or any well-<defined
system of education. During the last
three years, however, renewed efforts have
been nade by the Society for the Reacue

of the Chinese Jews looking toward the
restoration of the Jewish religion at
K'ai-Fung-Poo.

L.

The right of circumelsion is discussed from
various points of view by Rabbi Kohler,
by Mr. Joseph Jacobs, by the late Dr. A.
Friedenwald and by Mr. I. Broyde. Dr.
Kohler points out that, unlike Christian
baptism, circumcision is not a sacrament
which gives the Jew his religious character.
A Jew by birth 18 a full Jew, although un-
circumeised. Whether proselytes must be
circumcised {8 a question about which
the zealot and liberal parties among the
Israelities have long differed. At the con-
ference held in New York in 1802 the re-
form rabhis of the United States agreed
to sanction the abolition of circumcision
in the case of proselytes, on the ground
of its being a measure of extreme cruelty
when performed upon adults. If we re-
gard the rite from historical and ethno-
graphical points of view, it appears 1o be
at once the oldest and most widely spread
surgical operation known. According to
Andrée, it is still practised by more than
200,000,000 people, but this must be an un-
derestimate, since the followers of Islam
alone exceed that number. The rite was
practised among the Arabs many centuries
before Mohammed. Philostorgius found it
practised by them as early as B. C. 843
A much earlier instance, however, has been
discovered among Egyptian mummies;
that of Amen-en-heb (between B. C. 1614
and 1553), which has been!| adjudged a
true case of circumcision. The practice
has been observed among the tribes of the
west coast of Africa, which have not heen
in contact with Islam. The Christian Abys-
sinians still follow the rite. The hypothesis
of an Egyptian origin for circumcision is
disproved by the extent to which the rite
was practised among the Australian abo-
rigines. Curiously enough, in Australia
the operation was performed with a stone
knife, the instrument used by the Israel-
ites. The practice is almost equally wide-
spread among the islandere of the Malay
Archipelago. In the Western Hemi-
sphere the evidence is scanty, and relates
chiefly to the central part of the continent,
although the practice has been reported
among the Athapascans and the Dog River
Indians. Las Casas testifies to the exist-
ence of the rite among the Aatecs at the
time of the conquest of Mexico by Cortez,
the Mayas of Yucatan still retain the
rite, and Squier found traces of it among
the inhabitants of Nicaragua. The Caribs
of the Orinoco and the Tacunas of the Ama-
zon practise cireumcision, and 80 do some
other South American tribes.

There is much diversity as regards the
age at which the rite is performed among
the different peoples. Among the Jews
it takes place on the eighth day after birth,
and among the southwestern Arabs (of
Yemen) on the seventh, fourteenth, twenty-
first or twenty-eighth day. The Susua
near Timbuctoo and the Guemos of South
America are said to perform the rite on
the eighth day. In East Afrioa the Mage-
quas perform it between the first and the
second month. The Persian Mohamme-
dans circumcise in the third or fourth year,
the Christian Copts bhetween the sixth
and eighth year, the Fijians perform the
operation In the seventh year, as do also
the Samoans. Apart from these instancea,
all the tribes that practise the rite do so at
the age of puberty, which is, of course, a
significant fact.

Mr. Broydé does not undertake to de-
termine whether Mohammed deemed cir-
oumoision & national custom of no religious
importance, and, for that reason, omitted
to mention it in the Koran, or whether he
judged the presoription of a rite that had
been performed by the Arabs from time
immemorial to be superfluous. Abulfeda
oounts ' circumecision among the rites of
pagan Arabla that were sanctioned by
Islam. Ibn al-Athir, in his ante-Islamio
history, attributes to Mohammed the say-
ing: “*Circumcision is an ordinance for

M. Cordier deems

| pean Jews had no knowledge of the acistence |

the first information reached Europe of & |
Jewish community consisting of about:

Foo, the ancient capital of Honan; of one
at Hangchau-Foo; and of others in other !

The expectation of a Messiah | ;
: ! cannot be said that, even in the first cen-

men, and honorable for women.” On the

other hand, the traditionallst Hurairsh
reported on the part of the Propbet that
circumoision was an observance which had
no religious character. There {8 no doubt,
however, that clrcumcision has beocome
in Islam a religious obligation to whioh
every one is required to submit. There in
also a difference of opinion among his-
torians and traditionalists as to the age at
whioh circumcision had to be performed
in Arabia. According to Josephus, who
wrote nearly six hundred years before
Mohamnmed, the Arabs circumocised after
the age of 18, hecause * 1a-.mael, the founder
of their nation, was oiroumcised at thst

! age.” Other Arabian authorities assign

different ages. Mr. Broydé thinks it prob-
able that no regulation existed as to age,
but that each locality followed ita own
custom. Thuse, in Yemen, where dJews
exercised great influence, the Arabs oire
cumoised their children on the eighth day
aftor birth. The Mohammedan law recom-
mends oircumoision between the ages of
7 and 12 years, but it is lawful to ciroum-
clse a child seven dayn after its birth. The
olrcumcision of females is also allowed,
and is commonly practised in Arabla.

1v.

Mr. Joseph Jacobs, who contributes the
article on Commerce, reminds us that,
during a large part of the Biblical period,
the Hebrews in Palestine had what is known
as a self-sufficing economy, that is to say
each household grew or made all the food,
tools and clothing it needed. A few articles
of luxury or necessity, such as gold, silver,
fron and salt, which could not be found
on the Israelite farms, were supplied by
travelling merchants. These were almost
exclusively Canaanites, probably Phills-
tines. As the lIsraelite tribes were mainly
sottled on the uplands of Palestine, they
were not touched by the streams of com-
merce which flowed by the two great cara-
van routes along the coast, through Tyre,
Acco and Gaza to Eygpt, or from South
Arabla through Petra on the east side of
the Jordan to Damascus. The Pales-
tinian Highlands in Rible times do not
seam to have supplied much material for
foreign commerce. Honey, balsam, wheat
and oil, hawever, were forwarded to Pha-
nicia, while spices, balm, myrrh, honey
pistachio nuts, aimonds and ofl were sent
to Egypt.

After the return from the Exile, the small
and impoverished Jewish eommunity had
little business to transact egxcept st Jeru-
salem, and even there it was conducted
mainly by Phanicians. With the spread of
Hellenism in the East, however, Greek mer-
cautile settlementa were founded in Ptole-
malis, and theee had connections with the
coast of Palestine, along the (Gaza, Ashke-
lon and Dor route. It was with the inten-
tion of developing the foreign trade of
Judes that S8imon Maccabeus took Joppa,
and for a like reason Herod built Cesarss
for a port. On the whole, however, it

tury of our era, the Jews were much given
to commerce. Joeephus says: “We do not
dwell in a land by the sea, and do not,
therefore, indulge in commeroce, either by
sea or otherwise.” Many sayings in the
Talmud show that little importance waa
attached to commerce as a means of liveli-
hood. Up to the dispersion of the Jews
after the capture of Jerusalem by Titus,
and ita annihilation by Hadrian, the Jews
scemed to have exhibited no signs of any
special predilection or capacity for com-
merce, although we hear of Jewish shippers
and wholesale merchants in Alexandria,
and many Egvptian Jews atwained oon-
gldersble wealth by means of trade. Asn
soon as the Teutonic vatioms had settled
down after the great migrations of the fifth
century, Jews are everywhere conspicuous
aa merchants. The Frankish kings bought
goods from them, and they are mentioned
as traders at Narbonne, Marasilles, G 'noa,
Naples and Palermo.

They even chartered ehips: Gregory of
Tours names a Jew who owned a veseel
sailing Letween Nica and Marseilles. It
is recorded of Charles the Great that, after
watching a ship nearing Narbonne, he de-
cided that it was not & Jewish, but a Nor-
man vessel. The sudden outburst of com-
mercial activity on the part of the Jews
in the seventh century of our era e at-
tributed by Mr.Jaoobs te the rise of Islum
and its control of the lands whenoce came
moat of the luxuries demanded in Europe.
As a rule, Christlans could not trade in
Mohammedan ocountries, pnor Moslems in
Christendom; oonsequently, an opening
was loft for Jews, who were tolerated in
both spheres as commercial intermediarios.
Within two centuries after the death of
Mohammed, the Jewa seem to have monopo-
lized the trade between Eyrope and Asis.
Acoording to (lrognr{eol Tours they prac-
tically ocontrolled t trafic in spices.
This was an important branch of com-
merce hecause of the demand for condi-
ments to flavor the salted meata and fish
on which medimval Europeans lived dur-
ing winter. A proof of the extent of the
Jewish trade In Lyons is found in the com-
plaint of Agobard, that to suit the con-

venienoe of the Jews the market day had |

been changed from Saturday (o another
day in the week.
had their commercial position become
in medisval Europe by the tenth century
that a usual formula in charters and like
documents was “Jews and other merchants.”
It was in the tenth century that the com-
mercial rivals of the Jews began to take
measures to reetrain their activity, The
Venetians, for example, forbade ship cap-
tains to take Jewish passengers on their
voyages to the Levant. Similarly, as late
as 1431 no Jew was allowed to pass from
Alx to Alexandria, and only four each
year to the eastern Mediterranean. The
first systematic repression of Jowish com-
merclal activity occurred, however, in the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, during
the Crusades. All trade In the towns began
to be monopolised hy the merchanta'
guilds, from which Jews were excluded.
In England, for example, there is only
one known instance of a Jew jn a merchant
guild; so the only wey in which Jews could
obtain posseasion of merchandise was not
by direct purchase, but as pledges for
money lent. Whatever may have been the
commercial activity of the Jewa after the
Crusades, it was incidental to their trade
of money-lending and pawnbrokerage.
Yet, although, a& a rule, Jewish commercial
doings were {rom the twelfth century al-
most up to the nineteenth, reatricted to
usury and petty trading, there were oo-
casional instances of commercial dealings
on a large scale, chiefly at the great seaporta.

Thus, at Marsailles, between 1360 and
1200, a Jewish merchant named Mandrull
and others traded in apicea, ocotton and
medicines, like sulphur ‘and tartar, from
Egypt, the Barbary HStates, the Balearic
Islands and Pisa. By this time Jews had
lost their former monopoly of the slave
trade: only two cases of siave dealing oc-
curred at Mareeilles during the period
jugt named among Jews, as against seven
among Chiristians. Similarly, in 1348 there
weore 20 moncy-cliangers among the Chris-
tiane of Marseiliel, but not a single Jew,
On the whole, fewer resiriotipns seem
to have been placed nn the Jews in Apain
than slsewhere; the silk industry was en.
tiraly in their hands. In central Kurepe
a Jewish commerce was developed in con-
nection with the great fairs, empecinlly

B e

! ling traders, purchasing the
| whole villages, empecially furs and leather.
| Eventually, the great falr at leipeic be-

8o predominant, {ndeed, i
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during
purchased the soldiers’ loot, and
tiplled their capital. From pawn-b oker-
age they naturally turned to peddling, and

the pedlers often developed into travel-
producta of

came a clearing house for the wares of
north Oermany. It was computed that
during the last quarter of the seventeenth
century the three annual fairs at Leipsic

| were visited by 18,620 Joewn. The Frank-
i tort fair became the centre of the Hebrew
. book trade in the seventeenth oentury.

The fur trade was monopolired by Jews,
owing to their wide conneotions, which
ranged {rom Novgorod to Nantes,

In our own day, owing to a variety of
ciroumstances, the number of Jews applying

| themselves to commerce ia greatly in ex-

cess of their proportion to the general

population. Thus, among adult workers |

in Prussia in 1881, no fewer than 88 per
oent. of the Jews were engaged in com-

merce, 88 against ¢ per cent. of the rest of |

the population. In Italy the proportion
was as 55 to 5§, Mr. Jacobs considers it
fair to say that twioe as many Jews as
Christians in proportion to their numbers
adopt commercial pursuits. The partioular
branch of commerce in which Jews seem
to excel is dealing with money per se, but
they are also very sucoessful as factors
and shippers. The clothing trades appear
to be largely in the hands of Jews, both
as regarde manufecture and the whole-
sale and retail trade. The traffic in furs
and feathers in also largely in Jewish handa.
The fancy goods traffic is almost Invariably
a trade in importa, and here the cosmopoli-
tan oonnections of the Jews have helped
them. In England the fruit trade is wholly
in the hands of Jews, because fruit can
be sold on Sunday. In the United States
the most striking characteriatio of Jewish
eommeroe s the large number of depart-
ment stores operated by Jewish firms.
Bafore leaving this subject, we should
note that to Jewiah commercial activity
has been ascribed the introduction into
commercial law of three important in-
novations, namely, the making of loans
on intereat; the retention of goods bought
bona fide, whioch has been applied in later
commercial law to bonds and other securi-
ties payable to bearer; and the introduction
or, at least, the extensive use of bills of
exchange. It is atill, however, a moot
point whether bills of exchange were not
introduced independently of the Jews.

v.

Dr. Rohler's article on “Conversion®
deals both with the conversion of gentilen
to Judalern and with that of Jews to Chris-
tiapity. It ia pointed out that the whole
propagandist literature of the Hellenistio
Jews had for its object the conversion of
the gentiles, though ite intention was
rather to ruake them obearvers of the
Noachidic laws, which included the worship
of Jehovah as the only God, than members
of the Abrahamitic Covenant, or full prose-
lytes. Attention is directed to the fact

. that a prayer for the conversion of the
heathen is offered at the close of every

service in the synagogue. In pre-Christian
times very determined efforts were made
to promolytize the heathen; thus we read in
Matthew, *Ye compass sea and land to
nake one proselyte.® As soon, however,
es the Christian Church took up the task of
propagendism, following the methods of
Paul, who waa eagor to et “the fulness of
the gentiles come In,” the geal of the Jews
diminishod, snd “the conversion of the

gentiles,” whioh in Acts is represented as

- t joy unto a1l the brethreu.*®
became obnoxious to the synagogue.

No sooner had the Roman world been
oconquered by Christianity than the con-
version of the Jewn became ita ever-present
alm. To many proselytizers no barbarity
ssemed too cruel to he used as A means of
compelling the Jews to join the Church,
although Pope Gregory [., Bernard of
Clairvaux and other prelates deprecated
harsh measuree. The Roman pontiffs
habitually compolled the Jews to attend at
least once a year the Catholic service for
the purpose of listening to a convervionistic
appesl. The practice was followed also in
England, where a legal enactment foy-
bidding Jews to disinherit their baptized
children was enforced. Farly in the thir-
teenth century England had ite Hospital of
Oonverts and House of Converts in London
and Oxford; in 1680 Pope Paul IIL. founded
an institute for the conversion of Jewns.
The outcome of such efforts was unsatis-
factory. Luther's comment was. “It ix as
easy to convert Jews as to convert the devil
hitnself.”

The modern era of culture and reason
signally changed the attitude of the Chris-
tian toward the Jew. No longer could the
hroad-minded Jewiali man of affaira such
as Rpain had produced in the perjod pre-
ceding the end of the fifteenth century
look down with diadain upon his intellec-
tually inferior Christian antagunist. The
breadth of view and the larger knowledge
was now on the side of the Christian, while,
cooped in the narrow Ghetto, the mind of
the Jew had become cramped and his life

and thought were circumseribed by the |

Talmud. It was frequently from sincere
sympsthy that Christian statesman and
relig'ous leaders looked forward to the
day when the veil of Moses would be taken
from the Jewish people o that they should
no longer appear “as & mere wreck and ruin
of the past, & mummy preserved by the
centuries, only to testify to the living truths
of Christianity.® Their conversion was one
of the motives which led men like Crom-
well, Bir Harry Vane and Roger Williams
to grant liberty and civil rights to the Jews.
On his side, the Jew came to regard Chris-
tianity In a different light, eapeclally where
8 return to the simple teachings of the New
Testament became the aim of many Chris-
tinne, and where the growth of friendly
relations disclosed to hoth Jew and Chris.
tian the fact that they had many more in-
terests to unite them than differences to
keep them epart. Dr, Kohler recognizes
that to Jews ambitious to ohtain worldly
success, the temptaiion came in many
forms to remove the barrier of creed by a
few dropa from the haptiama| font willingly
bestowed by the ruling church, and many a
descendant of Abraham, eager to eat from
the fruit of the tree of modern knpwledge,
forbidden to him in the Qheatta, was per-
plesed by the question whether he might

not don the garb of Christianity in order |

to participate in its culture. The Protestant
Church wae quick 1o perceive her oppor-
tunity, and her organized efforte toward
the conversiop of the Jews were in many
oountriee supported by the Govermment
in ite dealings with the Jews as citizens.
Nevertheless, the spirit of loyalty held the
Jews within the fold, and but few of them
yielded to such influences. Great Britain,
owing doubtless to her liberal polioy
toward the Jews, prescnied at the close of
the eighteenth century the first large list
of secessions from the Jawish camp. In the
United Bilates a similar course wae pursuad
by & number of Jewlsh familles scattered
throughout the Unlon. Ip Germany, Aus-
tria and France, alro, ax the nineteenth
certury advanced, the upper elagses of
Joews, raptivatad by the liberal thought of
the age, which beheld in creeds the work

of prisstcraft and superstition, broke away !
| okl Spanich family, who in 1803 extalilished
vthe fSret pricting office in Constantinople,

from their ancestral religion and scrupled
not to take a atep which was the only means

!
|
1
'
]
‘ of conversions reached the highest
!
i

the Thirty Years' War, The Jews ! otfmin'tho;lew in tho eyes of the Christian
thus mul= | world from the depreciation which for

cefituries had attached to his faith. Not
from oonviction, but attracted by the
| hope of brilliant careers or grand alliances,
| hundreds of Jewish families in Berlin,

| Vienna, Konigsberg and elsewhere nomi-

nally aocepted Christlanity,

As regards the number of converts from
Judaiamn to Chrietianity, Dr. Le Roi, in his
work nn missions, has estimated that they
amounted to about 204,540 during the nine-
teenth century. OF these, 72,240 trans-
ferred their allegiance (o Protestantism,
$7,300 to Roman Catholiclem, and 74,500 to
the Greek Church in Russia. The number
point
at the close of the nineteenth century,
when, under the name of Anti-Semitism,
all the medimval fury of Jew-hatred was
revived, and the Jaws of Continental Europe
ware made to feel that, In gpite of their
full and hearty participation in the political
life and intellectual progrese of their re-
apective countries, they were yet regarded
a4 aliens. Having in their worldly pursuits |
allowed their religious eentiments to fall |
to the freezing point, and finding them- |
selven disappointed in their social aims and
aspirations, many opulent Jewish families
took the step whch opened to them the
door of admission into the highest social |
circles.

Vi

Mr. I. Broydé, the contributor of the
article on Constantinople, recalle the fact
that, with the acoession of the iconoclastic
emperors, the Jewish community in the
capital of the Byzantine Empire underwent ,
terrible persecutions. Indeed, during the
reign of Leo the Isaurian—as well as later |
under Basil I.—it actually ceased to exist,
the Jews having been forced either to emi- |
grate or to embrace Christianity. The
Byzantine oapital, however, being the great
ocommeroial centre of the time, had such
attractions for the Jews that the slightest
relaxation in the persecutions brought
thither masses of new settlers. It became
the prinocipal seat of Judaism as soon as Leo
V1. (8%¢-911) had restored religious freedom |
to the Jews; although their social condition !
oontinued to be scarcely tolerable. Benja- |
min of Tudela, who visited Constantinople
in 1176, bears witness to the oppression
which the Jews auffered at that time.

A new era for the Jewish community
began with the fall of the Byzantine Empire
in 1458. The Ottoman conqueror, on en-
tering his new capital, granted to the Jews
equal righta with all his other non-Mussul-
man subjects, assigning to their Chief Rabbi
a seat on the divan next to the spiritual
chief of the Greek Church. Foreign Jews
were invited to settle in a suburb of the city,
and two Jews were elevated to high official
positions, one being appointed Minister of
Finance, and the other Physician to the
Sovereign. Mr. Broydé would describe
the sixteenth century as the Golden Age
of the Jews in Constantinople. Sultan
Byaegid 1I. (1481-1512) welcomed the opulent
and ocultivated Israelites who were exiled
from Spain; and these gave a great impulse
to the material and intellectual life of the
Jewish community in the Ottoman capital.
It has been estimated that the number of
Spanish, Portuguese and Italian Jews who
settled in Constantinople up to 1574
amounted to 10,000, and that the whole Jew-
ish population numbered 30,000.

There were forty-four synigogues, repre=
senting as many separate congregations,
each of which retained its own customs,
rites and literature. One of the Israelite
fugitives, Joseph Nassi, was created Duke
of Naxos by Selim II. Other Jews became
congpicuous ‘M the palitics of  the Turkish
Empire toward the close of the gixteenth
century. A physician, for instance, named
Solamon ben Nathan Ashkenazim, a native
of Poland, held, about 1580, the office of
Ottoman Ambassador at Venics. A Jeweds
named Esther Kiera, was powerful at
Court, being the favorite of the Sul-
tana, Baffa, wife of Murad IIT. (1574-85).
The commmunity gencrally was prosperous.
The wholesale trade, the collection of
customns, the mercantile marine and the
coinage were mainly in Jewish hands.
Morea Almosnino relates in his deseription
of Constantinople that Jews owned the
Jargest houses, and had gardens and kiosks
eqnal 10 those of the Grand Viziers. Many
easily earned a livelihood by teaching lan-
guages, and by acting as interpreters,

The happy state of the Jewish com-
munity in Constantinople came to an end
in the seventeenth century. The ever-
growing weakness of the Sultans and the |
increase of relizious fanaticdlsm on the |
part of the Mussulmans made the Jews
the prey of the soldiery, who often set
fire to the Jewish quarters in order to
plunder during the confusion. Another
tactor which contributed largely to the
material and intellectual ruin of the Jewish
community was a Messlanic agitation.
The scenes of disorder witnessed in the
Jewish guarter during the stay of a pseudo-
Messiah in the ecity alienated from the

Israelites the good will of the Sultan, who

saw in the movement, not a purely religious |

phenomenon, but a rebellion against his
authority. Moreover, their business af-
fairs being neglected during the prevalence
of the Messianic chimera, the Jews were
supplanted by the Greeks and Armenians
and they never recovered their former
position. It is true, that,

influential families, members of
might hold official positions, but the ma-
jority remained in destitution and igno-
rance. We learn from Mr. Broyde that
there are now in and around Constantinople
about 55,000 Jews in a total population of a
million, ritually, they are divided into three

olasres, viz: Bephardim, numbering 51,000,
Ashkenazim, 8,000, and Karaites, 500. There '
In conformity with '

are forty synagogues.
the “‘Comnstitution of the Jewish nation,”
grantad in 1885 by the Ottoman Govern-
ment, the Jews of Constantinople are
governed by a Chief Rabbi and two assem-
hlies, the civil communal council and the
apiritual council, each of which bodies is
alected for three years by an assembly of
notables. We are told that the majority of
the Jews in Constantinople are poor, and
are engaged in petty trade and peddling,
or as porters, fishermen and boatmen.

A small industry peculiar to the Jows is
the cutting of cigarette paper. There are
among them, however, some rich whole-

sale merchants and hankers of the second |

or third rank. A dozen Jewish banking
houses are connected with the stock ex-
change of (ialata. At Pera four or five
large Jewish firms manufacture novelties
known as “article de Paris.” The prin-
eipal houses for ready-made clothing are
conducted  exclusively by  Jews
Vienna. A Jew from Salonica owne a gla: «
works which furnighes glass (o the whaole
of Turkey Almost all the Karaite Jews are
goldsniitise, joewellers and money changery,

A number of Jews are emploved by the |

Ottoman Government. Thus the first Sec-

all the reports of the Turkish Forcign Am-
barssdors and Ministerr and translates

into Turkivh, iv & Jew named David Molho |

Pacha. Ellss Cohen, know: ay Ellas Pasha,
in Physician to the Sultan. Jewsare found
in the civik e, in the Ministry of Publie
Instroction and in eansular offices. We

add that it was a Jew, a de:cendant of an

i ¥ e

from |
tury, A. D,

A list of publications given by Mr. Broyde
offers an idea of the activity of the Jewish
Constantinopolitan presses during the six-
teenth eentury.

VI

The article on “Cordova,” which i

written by Dr. Mayer Kalserling of Buda- |

pest, in partioularly interesting for the light
it throws on the condition of the Jews In

Andalusia under Moslem rule and under |

('hristian sovereigns up to the time when
Jews were expelled by Ferdinand and
lsabella. A early as the eighth century

Jews were included among the inhabitants |
of Cordova. They were ot behind the Moors |

in their efforts to promote education, and
in the Academy of Cordova, founded by
the Caliphs, Jews as well as Moors received
instruction in philosophy, grammar, mathe-
matics, botany and musle. Under the
enliphate of Cordova the Jews not only
enjoyed all the privileges that were ocon-
ceded to other non-Moslem inhabitants,
but, what was an exception in Islam, they
fought. in the Moorish army and held govepn-
ment positions. The first perseoution to
which the Jews were subjected in Moslem
Spain occurred in 1013; it was due to their
having sided with one of the pretenders to

| the throne and to their having invoked

the aid of the Count of Barcelona, When
Spain was invaded by the fanatical Almo-
hades, the Jews were compelled to ohoose
between Islam and death, and many under-
went the formality of conversion to the
Mohainmedan faith. After Cordova was
taken in 1236 by Ferdinand III. of Castile
the Jews acquired considerable privileges,
and continued to enjoy tranquillity and
prosperity for about one hundred and
fifty years. In 1391, however, they were
the victims of a massacre, and fifteen years
later another outbreak of race hatred
occurred. In 1473 a roval order was issued
prohibiting Maranos (the name given to
Jewigh converts to Christianity) from
holding public office in Cordova: and this
was soon followed by another decree pro-
hibiting Jews from residing in that city and
in Seville under penalty of death. It is
well known that nineteen years later all
Jews were expelled from Spain. Cordova
was one of the first cities to furnish victims
to the Inquisition which subsequently
destroyed so many thousande of Maranos.
The chief autos da fes held in Cordova
took place in 1665, 1668, 1723 and 1724.

VIn.

It is generally admitted by anthropolo-
gista that the shape of the head is the
most stable characteristic of a given race.
The form of the skull is little, if at all, in-
fluenced by climate, environment, nutri-
tion or sexual selection. The only way
in which the type of the head may be
changed is by intermixture with other
races. Now the pure Semitic skull fis
dolichocephalic, as may be seen from the
measurement of the heads of modern Arabs,
Abyssinians and Syrians. The ocephalio
index of these races is from 78 to 71. If
the ancient Hebrews were of the same stock
as the modern non-Jewish Semites, and
if the modern Jews are the descendants
of the ancient Hebrews, then a pure dolicho-
cephalic type of head would be expected
among existing Jews. As a matter of fact,
all the results of craniometry prove that
the modern Jews are brachycephalio, and
that the dolicholephalic form is only fourd
among them in less than two per oent,
of the cases. If we exoept the Caucasian
Jews, of whom but few have been measured,
the cephalic index in 90 per cent. of the
modern Jews canges from 81.6 to 88. Dr.
Mayrice Fishberg, mediocal examiner to
the United Hebrew Charities of New York
city, who has contributed the article on
craniometry, points out that the ‘phe-
nomenon just mentioned may be explained
in two ways. Either the modern Jews
have very little Semitic blood in their veins,

! a8 Lombroso, Luschan and others are in-

clined to think; or else the ancient Hebrews
may have been a brachycephalic race.
In order to establish the latter hypothesis,
it would be needful to examine more skulls
of ancient Hebhrews than are at present
available. The only known skulls of an-
cient Hebrews are flve obtained by Lom-
broso from the catacomb of 8t. Calixtus
in Rome; these date back to A. D. 150.
Lombroso considers these skulls of great
importance from a craniometrical point
of view, because, at the period from which
they are derived, there ocould have heen
no considerable intermixture of the Jews

! with other races, and, consequently, the

cranial type exhibited should he con-
siderad pure. Now the cranial indexes
of these skulls give an average of 80.§,
which is far above the eephalic index of
thenon-Jewish Samiter in ourday. Twelve
akulls from a Jewish cemetery in Barcel

; of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries

have been examined, and have been found
to be even more brachycephalic than are
those of contemporary Jews. This shows

 that the brachycephalism of the modern

Jews ia not of recent origin. The theory
once suggested that the Sephardim are
dolicocephalie, while the Ashkenagim are
hrachycephalic, is not supported by cranjo-
metrical research. Measurements of the
Jews in London indicate that the percentage
of dolicocephalic skulls is the larger among

| the Ashkenazim.
b |
from time to
time, there would emerge some rich and .
which |

|
|
|
\

IN.

Inscriptions uncarthed in various parts
of the Crimea prove that organized Jewish
communities existed in that peninsula
long before the deatruction of the Temple.
St. Jerome toward the close of the fourth
century. A. D., reports on the authority
of his Jewish teacher that, according to a
tradition then prevalent among the Jews,
the Assyrians and Babylonians had con-
veved their Jewish captives to the coasts
of the Black Sea. The Crimean Jews were
(Gireeks in language, customs and social
lfe. and enjoyed equal rights with their
fellow citizens. We have seen that, after
the Chazars conquered the Crimea, many
of the.n, and particularly the higher classes,
embraced Judaisin. We know from the
testimony of travellers of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries that a considerable
number of Jews survived the Tartar domi-
pation in the Crima. After the conquest
of the Pen nsula by the Russians in 1783,
the history of the Crimean Jews became
merged to a conslderable extent in that of
the Jaws of Rusaia.

According to Mr. 1. Broyde, the author
of the article on this subject, there are three
classes of Jews in the Crimea, to wit, the
Krimchaki, the Karaites and the Polish-
Lithuauian Jaws. The Krimehaki have
been wettled for the longest time ip the
country. They themselves assert that
they went to the Crimea in the sixth cen-
As cary as 1381 there were
four Karaite communities in the Crimea.
In 1755, the four communit ep comprehended
500 farmilies, At that time the Karaites
considerad it lawful to have two wives,

: When, in 1827, Nichelas [, issued an edict
retary of the Imperia! Divan, who colltein | obliging Jews to serve in the

rmy., the
Karaites were exempted from ',:a obliga-
tion., They remained free from' military
sorvice until 1874, Nor was this the only

advantage possessed by the Karalies over

other Jews. They lLave the privilege of
Hiving and trading in any part of the Pm-
pire. 1In 1847 they obtained for t heir rabhis
the privilages enjoyed by the clergy of non-
orthodox Christian faiths.

The article vu “Crucifixion™ s by Dr.

Fmil G. Birech, professor of rabbinical
literature and philosophy in the University
of Chicago. He directs attention to the
fact that crucifixion was not included
among the modes of capital punishmen:
known to the Jewish penal law. A Jewigh
court could not have passed a sentence of
death by crucifixion without violating 1}a
Jewish code. The Roman penal coda
on the other hand, had recognized thic
penalty from remote times. Originally,
only slaves were crucified by the Romans
but Inter provincial freedmen nf obaciire
station were added to the clasa liable w this
sentence. The following erimes ontailed
thise penalty: piracy, highway rohbery,
assassination, forgery, false testimony,
mutiny, high treason and rebellion,
There i no doubt that a claim tobe ‘'King
of the Jaws" would constitute rebellion in
the estimation of a Roman (iovernor, and
rebels were crucified. The imseription on
the cross of Jesus reveals the crime for
which, according to Roman law, Jesus was
put to death. He was a rebel. Tacitus,
therefore, In the Annals, reports without
comment the fact that Jesus was crucified,
For Romans, no amplification was nec-
essary. Examining the detalls of the
erucifixion of Jesus given in the New Testa-
ment, Dr. Hirsch shows that they agrea
upon the whole with the prooedure in vogue
under Roman law. Two modifications,
however, are noteworthy; first, in order tn
make him insensible to pain, a drink was
given to him. This was in accordance
with s humane Jewish provision. Secondly,
Jesus's legs were broken to shorten his
agony, and his body was removed and
buried. The latter aoct was in keeping
with Jewish law and custom. These de-
tails exhaust the inocidents in the crucifixion
of Jesus that might point to a participation
therein and a regulation thereof by Jews.
Otherwise the manner of his death un«
doubtedly points to Roman laws and
usages. It is, moreover, a matter of record
that penal jurisdiction had been taken
away from the SBanhedrim in capital cases
forty years before the fall of the Temple.

X.

In the article on “Damascus” the curious
fact is pointed out that this city now con-
tains about the same number of Jews that
it had in the time of S8t. Paul. In the middla
of the first century of our era some ten
thousand Jews lived in Damascus and were
governed by an Ethnarch; the present
Jewish community is computed at about
eleven thousand. There are nine syna-
gogues, several of which date from tha
sixteenth century, while one, situated in
the suburban village of Jobar, is far more
ancient. When Benjamin of Tudela visited
Damasous in 1170, {t was in the hands of
the Seljukian Turks; he found there 3,000
Rabbinite Jews and 200 Karaites. Jewish
studies flourished there at the time much
more than in Palestine; indeed, there is
some reason to believe that during the
twelfth century the seat of the Palestinian
Academy was transferred to Damascus.
During the nineteenth century the Jews
of Damascus were several times made the
victims of calumny. What is commonly
known as the “Damascus affair” was an
accusation of ritual murder brought in
1840 agsainst the Jews of the clty in connec-
tion with the death of Father Thomas,
the lsuperior of a Franciscan oconvent,
In 1860 the Jews of Damascus were ac-
cused of taking part in the massacre of
the Christian Maronites by the Druses and
the Mohammedans. On this charge 200
Jews were condemned to death, and were
saved only by the intervention of Sir Moges
Monteflore and other European Israelites.
It was in part the “Damascus affair” which
suggested to some French Jews the idea of
founding the Alliance Israelite Universelle.

The article on the “Book of Daniel” is by
Dr. Eduard Konig, professor of Old Testa-
ment Exegesis in the University of Bonn.
As regards the date of the book, Dr. Kbnig
holds that it was written during the per-
secutiona of the Jews by the Syrian King,
Antiochus Epiphanies. This assertionie
based upon the following grounds. The
kingdom which is symbolized by the he-
goat is expressly named as the “Kingdom
of Yawan"—that is the Greclan Kingdom,
the great horn being its first King, Alex-
ander the Great, and the little horn An-
tiochus Epiphanies. This kingdom was
to persscute the host of the saints “unto
two thousand and three hundred evenings
and mornings,” that is “half days,” or one
thousand one hundred and fifty days; and
Epiphaniee did in fact profane the sanc-
tuary in Jerusslem for about that length
of tme.

That the stories in the Book of Daniel
could not have been written by a contem-
porary of Nebuchadnezzar and his imme-
diate successors in the form which they
possens is evident from the fact that they
contain many details not to be harmonized
with the data derived from other his-
torical sources. The first verse, for instance,
contradicts other passages of the Old Testa-
ment in saying that King Nebuchadnezzar
came to Jerusalem in the third year of the
relgn of Jeholakim, and besaleged it. Buu
Jeremiah snnounced the coming of the
Chaldeaus only in the fourth year of Je-
hoiakim, a year that is expressly designated
by Jeremjah as the first year of King Ne-
buchadnezzar. Dr. Koénig has no doubt
that in the time of Epiphanies stories existed
among the Jaws of a person by the name of
Danie], to whom tradition ascribed the
traits which Israel attributed to ita heroes.
His name may have played in literature
much the same role as that of Solomon, or
that of Enoch; and, as one author ascribed
his book, *Koheleth” to Bolomon, so an-
other author may have made Daniel re-
sponaible for his. As to the origin of the
prophecies attributed to Daniel, they may
have been suggested by the author's ei-
thusiastic study of the history of the Is-
ralite people. It is a curious fact about
the Book of Danijel that, while from the
fourth verse of the second chapter to the
twenty-eighth verse of Lhe seventh chapter
it is written in Aramaic, the preceding aud
following portions are written in Hebrew
It has been euggested that,the whole book
was written originally in Hebrew and trans-
lated into Aramaio, and that a part of the
Hebrew book having been lost, it waa re-
placed by the Aramaic translation. Other
scholars think that the whole book was
written originally in Aramaic, and that the
beginning and end were translated into
Hebrew 8o that the book might be in-
ocorporated into the canon. MWH

————————
A Helptul Husband.

From (he Atchison (ilobc.

At the annual meating of the Kansas Federe
ation of Women's Cluba in Wichita yeaterdas,

rs. Cora G. Lewis was elected presideni
Mr. Lewis, huaband of this brainy womat,
ia a quiet, unobtrusive man who lives only for

{s wife's suoccess. L)uvmed to theur home
rlfe in Kinsley, which {s a model one, he cares
fothing for saciety or politica. His patient
tender g8 when it has seemed to Mrs. Les s,
in her cl\\u ambitions, that the world isagains
her, has done much to keep up her coura§a
and to help her reach the lofty summit wherd
sbe now stande. Mr. Lewis is a few yeald
'x‘ts wife's senior, but it wag a love matiiy
and had the usial touch of romance Al
though surrounded by business probletne
he manages (o keep in touch with his wif= ¢
ights, and 1t hae been Lis ousto1e
ever since he married to refresh his mh'“l
life every day with a bit of poetry The ine
flyenoce of such a man uwpon the life thut o
walded to his cannot be overeatimated. Mrs
Lawis owes much to her husband. ]\;i.
Globe regreta that it has no picture ol dA'r'
f.ewis to pript in connection with this mo out
tribute te his wortl. Women would amoun
tn miore if there were more helpful husband¢
like Mr, Lowis of Kinsley, Ran
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